
As we transition into fall and hail the return of 
school (at least, those of us who are parents), 
the turning of leaves, and the kickoff of football 
season, I have to pause and wonder just where, 
exactly, the summer went.  Did you know we 
endured 19 straight days of rain in June?  While 
we may have been cheated out of trips to the pool, 
the golf course, and area festivals, our township 
still made progress on several key projects:

Aggregation
Exactly one year ago in this column, I asked 
residents to weigh in on whether Genoa 
Township should pursue aggregation for 
electric and/or gas service for our residents and 
businesses.  I’m pleased to say that feedback 
was both strong and supportive of the idea, so 
our Board of Trustees unanimously voted to 
place these issues on the November ballot for 
your consideration.  To recap, Genoa voters 
will be asked whether or not to authorize our 
Board to solicit lower prices for both electricity 
and natural gas.  An affirmative vote merely 
permits us to bargain on your behalf, and we 
would then cast a wide net to shop for the best 
deals for each utility service.  Once a savings 
program has been established for each service, 
all residents would be automatically enrolled.  
Residents opposed to participating would have 
the option to not to be included, or to “opt-out.”
We have already procured a broker, Trebel 
LLC, to manage this process and you should 
expect to see information in your mailbox, on 
our website, via e-mail and on our Facebook 
page about these efforts.  You should likewise 
expect to see a flurry of door-to-door solicitors 
for assorted energy companies hoping to sign 
you up for their own savings programs.  While 
you are certainly free to enter into any utility 
savings agreements on your own, we would 
urge your discretion.  Should voters approve of 
aggregation, no individual cost-savings program 
can rival what we can negotiate with the buying 
power of thousands of Genoa households.

Infrastructure and Park Improvements
There’s an old adage about neither snow nor 
rain nor heat of night holding back postal 
carriers, but it just as easily should apply to 
our Maintenance Department.  There isn’t 
much we haven’t tasked these men with 
doing over the years, including road repair, 
concrete work, grave digging, playground 
equipment installation, landscaping, debris 
clearing, painting, cleaning, and even dumping 
hundreds of rubber ducks into a drainage ditch 

to race across Center Green Park!  As our crews 
braved the elements to finish several important 
summer projects, two jobs of note stand out.
On Maxtown Road, our crews worked tirelessly 
to install drainage pipes, fill in and pave over 
ditches, and widen the roadway between Wake 
Drive and Spring Run Drive.  We also were 
thrilled to install over 2,000 feet of new pedestrian 
trail linking the western edge of Heritage 
Christian Church to the Spring Run Trail.  You 
can expect a further westward extension of this 
trail to connect all the way to the Tussic Street 
Road sidewalk once Epcon’s “Courtyards at 
Maxtown” community is constructed.
Our workers also facilitated a makeover to 
Freeman Park.  These beautification efforts, 
conceived by our Parks Manager Ron Keil and 
our Parks Advisory Board, added landscaping 
and addressed the park’s dilapidated basketball 
courts.  Our staff planted 30 tall red maple 
trees along the trails and throughout the 
park.  They also constructed a new basketball 
court adjacent to the Freeman Road parking 
lot, which also addressed noise problems 
associated with the old courts’ proximity to 
nearby backyards.  Finally, the old courts 
were converted into picnic areas by applying 
a sealant, cutting holes into the asphalt to plant 
four trees, installing four picnic tables, and 
adding mulch and decorative grasses to the 
perimeter.  Kudos to everyone involved with 
these great improvements!

Welcome Joe Shafer!
I would be remiss if I didn’t recognize our 
newly-hired Development and Zoning Director.  
Joe Shafer joined us in August from Cranberry 
Township, PA, where he assisted with a variety 
of residential and commercial developments, 
monitored construction of approved projects, 
wrote technical amendments to the township’s 
zoning and subdivision/land development 
ordinances, and coordinated implementation of 
their Bicycle and Pedestrian Connections Plan.
Joe has been tasked with implementing our 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan, managing 
enforcement of the Zoning Resolution, proper 
issuance of permits and reviews of proposed 
developments, administration of community 
planning efforts, preparation of grant 
applications, and assorted other tasks.
Although a native of “that state up north,” Joe 
has roots in our community.  His parents are 
Township residents and Joe actually worked 
at the local Kroger while he interned with the 

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 
and pursued a graduate program at OSU.  Joe 
has already made immediate impacts on our 
operations, and we couldn’t be happier with 
his enthusiasm.  Please feel free to introduce 
yourself to him at any Township function or at 
our administrative office!
As always, we encourage you to keep open 
the lines of communication so we can better 
serve you and your family.  If you have any 
questions, comments, or concerns, or if we can 
otherwise be a resource, please do not hesitate 
to contact us at trustees@genoatwp.com.  
Wishing you and your families a very safe and 
pleasant autumn,

Rick Carfagna
Trustee
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Be sure to visit our “Trick-or-Treat 
Village” for little beggars!  The fun begins 
at noon with games, prizes, free raffles for 
Township children, refreshments, balloon 
art, a maze for little people, and lots more!

This year’s Open House will feature our 
Police Department with informational 
booths, refreshments and hot dogs on the 
grill, and the Fire Department with lots of 
special activities, treats for all the kids, and 
demonstrations throughout the day. 

If you would like to become involved with 
the Township, please consider volunteering 
some time for this fun family event. From 
making baskets, building a straw maze 
and decorating, to working the games 
and activities the day of the event, there 
are many opportunities to help make 
this a day to remember! To volunteer or 
for additional information, call or email 
Human Resource/Community Relations 
Director Linda Greco at (614) 568-2022 
or lgreco@genoatwp.com.

Date: Saturday, October 24th           
Time: 12 noon to 3:00 pm
Location: Genoa Township  

Service Complex, 7049 Big Walnut Rd.   
(corner SR 3 & Big Walnut Rd.)

& Fire Prevention  
Open House

Trick or Treat 
Village  
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Plumb Road/Rt. 3 Update
ODOT was late bidding out the intersection improvement at State Route 3 and Plumb Road.  
The scheduled start date is now late September to begin the project.  The plan calls for a 
new red light and turn lanes to be installed to improve safety.  This site has been the scene of 
multiple fatalities and many bad accidents.  Our trustees have been lobbying for the state to 
improve the safety at this intersection for many years.  Genoa and Berkshire Townships are 
both contributing $25,000 and Delaware County is pitching in over $50,000 to the project.  

Old 3C Highway/Mt. Royal/Rt. 3 Project
We have received many calls about this intersection.  Delaware County is proposing road 
widening, drainage enhancements and a sidewalk on the east side of the road between 
Hawksbeard Drive and Mt. Royal.  Intersection improvements are also planned to improve 
safety and traffic flow.  The last and most up to date information is posted on the Delaware 
County Engineer web site. 

Genoa Township Newsletter

Paul Wise
Administrator

Administrator’s Update Paul Wise
Administrator Maintenance Bob Mathews

Director of Roads 

By the time this newsletter reaches you, the 
Genoa Township Maintenance Department 
will have completed two very large projects 
this summer.  In conjunction with Delaware 
County, Teasel Drive, Oakmont Place, Lake 
Valley Drive, Thornwood Drive and Anacala 
Court have all been resurfaced.  We did the 
initial prep work to these streets.  Then the 
County was able to come back through and 
complete the resurfacing with a final 1½” of 
finish asphalt.  Working in conjunction with the 
County on road resurfacing projects has proven 
to be very beneficial to the Township.
The storm sewer project at Maxtown Road 
has been completed and an additional 1½” of 
asphalt was put down.  Installation of a walk 
path on the north side of the street to ensure safer 
travel for pedestrians was a key component in 
this project.  We are hopeful that it will be used 
by many of our residents and used often!
Enhancements continue to be made at Freeman 
Road Park.  The ADA picnic area and new 
basketball court have been added.  Old 
playground equipment has been removed, new 
playground equipment has been ordered and 
delivered, and we are hopeful to get it installed 
in the very near future.  We are looking forward 
to our youngest residents enjoying these 
playground enhancements.
As always, if you have any questions or 
concerns, please contact us at 614-568-2080.  
We wish you and your families a beautiful 
autumn season.

AnnuAL LeAF & YArD 
WAsTe DrOP OFF

Date: November 1 - 30, 2015
Where: Safety Service Complex 
 7049 Big Walnut Road

Roll off containers will be located in front of 
the Maintenance building.  Because leaf and yard 
waste goes to a compost facility, it must be clear 
of all items such as plastic bags, trash and debris.  

If you have questions or concerns, please contact 
the Maintenance Department at 614-568-2080.

This service is provided for Genoa Township 
residents.

Please Allow Me To Introduce Myself
Greetings, Genoa Township! My name is Joe 
Shafer and I am the new Director of Development 
and Zoning. I’d like to take this opportunity to tell you 
a little bit about myself. While I am an Ohio native, 
I spent the majority of my childhood growing up in 
a suburb of Grand Rapids, Michigan and attending 
Grand Valley State University but, fear not, I am 
a loyal Ohio sports fan. Following graduation, I 
relocated to Genoa Township with my folks and 
lived here for a couple of years while working at 
the Maxtown Road Kroger before accepting a job 
in Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania, located in 
the northern suburbs of Pittsburgh, where I had 
the pleasure of serving in the role of Community 
Planner for the past five years. I am very excited to 
have the opportunity to return to the Township and 
serve such a great community. The incredibly warm 

reception I have received in my brief tenure thus far speaks volumes in regards to the quality 
of the people who live and work here. I look forward to meeting and working with you, so feel 
free to drop me a line if you have any comments, questions, or concerns about what is going on 
in the Township at (614)899-0725 or jshafer@genoatwp.com.

Won’t You Be Our Neighbor?
The Genoa Township Neighborhood Coalition is an organization of local citizens and 
community leaders who collaborate and solve key community issues. Headed by President 
Dorothy Driskell, members include representatives from Homeowners’ Associations, 
Condominium Associations, and other Civic Associations within the Township; however, the 
general public is welcome and encouraged to attend as well. Despite having been on a brief 
hiatus the past several months, the Coalition is eager to re-launch and continue its mission of 
serving the community. 
The next meeting is scheduled for Saturday, September 12th from 9 am to Noon in the Genoa 
Township Community Hall located at 5111 South Old 3C Highway. Topics will include:

• Consideration of Tornado Sirens
• Utility Aggregation
• Genoa Township’s Bicentennial on June 15, 2016
• A County update from Commissioner and former Township Trustee, Barbara Lewis
• Updates from Genoa Township Department Heads

Please join us!

Development and Zoning Joe Shafer 
Director



Smoke Alarms
National Fire Safety Week takes place in October 
every year. This year’s theme is “Hear the BEEP 
where you SLEEP”; every bedroom needs a working 
smoke alarm. And for most, WORKING is the 
key. We tend to take for granted, because most of 
us live in homes that are fairly new with the latest 
technology like hard wired smoke detectors, that we 
are safe. But we must periodically check them for 
proper operation. We urge you to actually check your 
smoke alarms today while you are thinking about it. 
Please call the Fire Department 614-568-2040 if you 
need assistance.
Per the National Fire Protection Association and most 
smoke alarm manufacturers, smoke alarms are to be 
replaced every 10 years. Many of the homes in Genoa 
Township are 10 years old or older. If your home is 
10 or more years old, replace your smoke alarms for 

safety. You can contact Fire Marshal Craig Skeel at 614-568-2043 for assistance. 

Hydrants
Firefighters will be coming through the neighborhoods in September checking the fire hydrants 
for proper operation. Stop and say “Hi” if you see them.

Fall
With fall around the corner we will be starting to heat our homes again.
The leading factor contributing to heating equipment fires is failure to clean. This often involves 
creosote build-up in chimneys.
Portable or fixed space heaters, including wood stoves, were involved in one-third (33%) of 
home heating fires and four out of five (81%) home heating deaths (NFPA).
In most years, heating equipment is the second leading cause of home fires, fire deaths, and fire 
injuries (NFPA).
Service your heating equipment before needing it this year. 
Contact Fire Marshal Craig Skeel for free fire safety presentations for groups or organizations 
anytime throughout the year.

Police Department
Help Keep Our Kids Safe
As you read this, the 2015 school year has 
already begun and we have increased our traffic 
enforcement in the school zones. Ohio law 
specifies the speed in a school zone is 20 MPH 
while children are coming and going to school 
and during recess. All of our main school zones 
should be equipped with flashing lights to alert 
you, and we ask that you use extra caution when 
travelling near a school.
Also, watch for school buses loading and 
unloading and make sure you stop when the red 
lights are flashing and the stop sign is extended. 
The buses make frequent stops, so please be 
patient when you are behind or approach one. 
We really don’t like to write tickets to motorists, 
but we have zero tolerance for infractions that 
jeopardize the safety of our school children. 
The picture below is of the HAWK pedestrian 
light at Big Walnut Rd. and Grand Oak Blvd. 
in front of Walnut Creek Elementary School.  
When activated, the light will first flash yellow 
and then turn red to allow pedestrians to cross. 
We are seeing more children walking to school 
this year, so please be familiar with how this 
works for their safety.

Enjoy the transition to fall and the beginning of 
football season and don’t hesitate to call us if 
you need us!

Stephen Gammill 
Police Chief
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Fire Department Gary Honeycutt
Fire Chief

ATTenTIOn  
GenOA TOWnsHIP 

senIOrs!
If you’re 55+ and want to make new 

friends, come and join the Genoa Seniors!   
2015 activities for the end of this year:

 september 10:  Picnic in the Park  
with brats & hot dogs. Carrie Keller  

from Metro Parks will talk about  
“Rocks &  Fossils.”

October 8: Fire Marshal Craig Skeel  
will give a talk on “Fire Prevention.”

november 12: Buckeye State  
Harmonic Club will perform.

December: TBA

For times and more information,  
call Bill Brown at 614-882-1034.

Fiscal Report Patrick Myers
Fiscal Officer

 01/01/2015 YTD YTD Ending Balance
Fund Name Fund Balance Revenue  Expenditures   7/31/2015

General $2,806,756.41  $1,436,280.38   $1,105,406.09  $3,137,630.70

Motor Vehicle License Tax $228,614.85  $19,954.81   $237,940.00  $10,629.66

Gasoline Tax $26,104.87  $102,503.59   $121,033.76  $7,574.70

Road and Bridge $182,102.58  $1,599,102.43   $1,033,962.34  $747,242.67

Cemetery $40,932.67  $1,067.50   $1,240.30  $40,759.87

Police $2,213,751.90  $3,372,981.28   $1,902,994.54  $3,683,738.64

Fire $3,355,447.35  $4,084,818.84   $2,554,901.58  $4,885,364.61

Permissive Motor Vehicle License Tax $222,770.17  $116,955.38   $272,338.87  $67,386.68

Law Enforcement Trust $64,098.63  $-     $85.00  $64,013.63

Enforcement and Education $6,308.70  $365.00   $3,058.00  $3,615.70

TIF Fund $1,133,347.92  $430,636.70   $6,799.28  $1,557,185.34

General (bond) (note) Retirement $1,386.69  $-     $-    $1,386.69

Police Capital Projects $933,146.49  $-     $95,936.92  $837,209.57

Fire Capital Projects $1,572,416.73  $252,750.00   $-    $1,825,166.73

Big Walnut/Worth Rd Improvements $104,847.91  $418.76   $-    $105,266.67
  $12,892,033.87  $11,417,834.67   $7,335,696.68  $16,974,171.86

®

BEEP
Hear the 

where you

EVERY BEDROOM NEEDS A WORKING SMOKE ALARM.

Do you have working smoke alarm on every level of your home?

Do you have working smoke alarms inside every bedroom?

Does a grown-up test your smoke alarms at least once a month?

Do you know the sound of your smoke alarms?

Are your smoke alarms less than 10 years old? (Look on the back of smoke alarms for the date. If 
they are more than 10 years old, you need new ones.)

Does your family have a home fire escape plan?

Do you know two ways out of every room?

Does your plan have an outside meeting place?

Does your family have a fire drill at least twice a year?

Does everyone at home know how to call the fire department once they are outside?

Do you get outside and stay outside if the smoke alarm sounds?

Check out sparky.org for more fun!
Sparky is a trademarks of the NFPA.

PARENTS, 
Every year during Fire Prevention Week (FPW), the 
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) sounds the 
alarm about keeping our homes and our kids safe from 
fire. FPW 2015 — October 4–10 — teaches kids the 
importance of having working smoke alarms in the 
bedroom. 

Location matters when it comes to your smoke alarm.
Did you know that roughly half of home fire deaths 
result from fires reported at night between 11 p.m.
and 7 a.m. when most people are asleep? That’s the 
message behind this year’s Fire Prevention Week 
campaign, “Hear the Beep Where You Sleep. Every 
Bedroom Needs a Working Smoke Alarm!”

As a family, complete the Fire Prevention Week Checklist. 
If all boxes are checked, CONGRATULATIONS. If there 
are some boxes not checked, work together to help fix 
the problem.

®

Fire Prevention Week is October 4-10
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PerMIT NO 704

Sept. 2 Parks Advisory Board 7:00 p.m.
Sept. 3 Board of Trustees 7:00 p.m.
Sept. 7 Labor Day Offices Closed
Sept. 9 Citizens’ Police Advisory Board 7:00 p.m. 
 (Fire Department)
Sept. 10 Seniors noon
Sept. 12 Rumpke holiday trash pick up
Sept. 14 State Representative Ruhl 2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 
 (Administration Office)
Sept. 14 Zoning Commission 7:00 p.m.
Sept. 16 Health Clinic 1:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
Sept. 17 Board of Trustees 7:00 p.m. 
Sept. 19 Family Fishing Day 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
 (Hilmar Park)
Sept. 21 Zoning Commission 7:00 p.m.
Sept. 22 Board of Zoning Appeals 7:00 p.m.

Genoa Township Community Calendar

Oct. 1 Board of Trustees 7:00 p.m.
Oct. 5 Zoning Commission 7:00 p.m. 
Oct. 7 Parks Advisory Board 7:00 p.m.
Oct. 8 Seniors noon 
Oct. 12 Columbus Day Offices Closed 
Oct. 15 Board of Trustees 7:00 p.m. 
Oct. 21 Health Clinic 1:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
Oct. 24 Trick-or-Treat Village noon-3:00 p.m. 
 & Fire Safety Open House  
 (Safety Complex)
Oct. 27 Board of Zoning Appeals 7:00 p.m.
Oct. 31 Beggars’ Night 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

Unless otherwise noted, or if changes occur after publication, 
meetings will be held in the Genoa Township Community Hall 
at 5111 so. Old 3C Hwy. Check at www.genoatwp.com prior to 
meetings for any updates.

September 2015 October 2015

Family Fishing Day
Date: Saturday, September 19th   Time: 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
Location: Hilmar Park (6533 Hilmar Drive)

Bring the kids out for a day of family fun, and try your hand at our annual 
catch & release Family Fishing Day! This is the perfect opportunity for first-
time fishermen to learn the ropes.
There’s lots of fish to be caught, and there will be free hot dogs grilling to 
add to the fun!  We’ll provide the bait, so bring a pole or borrow one of the 
loaners provided by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources and join us 
for a great time!


